
Southeastern Utah’s Reptiles



Southeastern Utah's Reptiles (Reptilian Species) 

There are 36 species of reptiles inhabiting southeastern Utah. All are native and it is believed that these
same species were present at the time of settlement (1847). Nine species have become rare, although
sufficient numbers exist for survival. Proper planning and management should keep any reptile species
from being jeopardized. 

The distribution of reptiles spans all ecosystems of southeastern Utah, but is concentrated in the
sagebrush/grass, mountain brush, pinyon juniper, blackbrush, and grassland ecosystems of desert and
submontane ecological associations. Riparian areas of all elevations are also utilized by a large number
of species (Table 3). 

Unlike the naked amphibian skin, reptilian skin is covered by scales composed of keratin deposits. There
is also a distinct reduction in the presence of secretory glands. These factors combine to create a skin
covering that is more impervious to body fluids than amphibian skin. Reptiles are thus able to inhabit
drier ecosystems without the continuous requirement of immediate water sources. Wetland areas are,
however, critical to many reptilian species in providing moist soil for egg deposition. Reptile eggs
require a humid microenvironment to prevent desiccation. 

Deep, loose soil is an important habitat component for reptiles. In addition to depositing eggs in the soil,
burrows are excavated for shelter and hibernation. Reptiles rely heavily on the temperature of their
environment for maintenance of body temperature. Open areas and rocks are used for basking in the sun. 

Activity times are directly correlated with body temperature regulation. Many species are crepuscular
(morning and evening twilight hours) or nocturnal (nighttime) and are inactive during warmer daytime
temperatures. Diurnal (daytime) species are generally active only in the morning or late afternoon. When
temperatures exceed the preferred range, they seek cover in burrows or under rocks. Cold weather also
tends to promote inactive periods. 

It is important for land use planners and biologists to realize the occurrence of active and inactive
periods for these species. Life requisite information in this section identifies activity temperatures and
months for most species. 

As with all wildlife, crucial breeding seasons and critical habitats are factors of immense importance
when considering potential impacts of a project. This information has been carefully outlined in the
narratives.
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